
 

 

Ashland-Greenwood Public Schools 
 Board of Education 

Meeting Minutes 
April 13, 2009 

 
 
Opening 
A meeting of the Board of Education of the Ashland-Greenwood Public Schools was 
convened in open and public session at 7:30 p.m. on 13th day of April 2009 by President 
Kevin Garner.  
 
Present 
The roll was called and the following Board members were present: Randy Beranek, 
Kevin Garner, David Lutton, David Nygren and Suzanne Sapp.   Member Melvin Cerny 
was absent.   
 
Notice 
Notice of the meeting was posted in advance in the Superintendent’s Office, 1225 Clay 
Street, Ashland, NE, Farmers and Merchants National Bank, 1501 Silver Street, 
Ashland, NE, Centennial Bank, 2433 Silver Street, Ashland, NE  and City of Ashland 
Clerk’s Office, 2304 Silver St, Ashland, NE  Notice of this meeting was given in advance 
to all members of the Board of Education.   All proceedings of the Board of Education, 
except as may be hereinafter noted, were taken while the convened meeting was open 
to the public.   
 
Announcement of Open Meetings Act Posting 
At the beginning of this meeting, President Garner announced and informed the public 
that a current copy of the Open Meetings Act is posted on the north wall of the meeting 
room, behind the board members.   
 
Public Participation 
No public requested participation in the agenda.   
  
Visitors and Communication from the Public 
There were no visitors or communication from the public.   
 
Call to Order 
The meeting was duly called to order. 
 
Agenda Change 
Supt. Pease announced an addition to the agenda in New Business, C. Consideration 
and action for ballot nomination for legislative representative for NASB.   
 
Administrative and Practitioners Reports 
Ray Bentzen reported on upcoming events this week.  Friday night is the Induction 
Ceremony for the  National Honor Society and 27 new members will be inducted.  
Following the ceremony is the Academic Awards Program.  Bentzen also reported that 
Saturday night is Prom for the Ashland-Greenwood junior and senior students.   
 
 



 

 

Administrative and Practitioners Reports, continued.   
 Teresa Bray reported that Tuesday, April 21st the elementary school is hosting 
another family night.  Mrs. Bray passed out a handout outlining the events of Family 
Fiesta Night.  The event is being sponsored through an Ashland-Greenwood Public 
Schools Foundation grant awarded to Sarah Pearson.  Events for the evening include 
performances from a mariachi band from Omaha, food samples, Latin dancing lessons, 
soccer, piñata, and games for all members of students' families.   
 
Jill Finkey reported that that the district had received two awards from Nebraska Action 
for Healthy Kids.  The awards address health and nutrition in the schools.  Applications 
were submitted for the elementary school for the Walk to School Program held last fall 
and the middle school for the Game On – Ultimate Wellness Challenge.  Both events will 
be recognized and receive awards.  Carol Tucker and Leisa Rogers will attend the 
summit to receive the awards for the district.   
 
Craig Pease reported on the boiler replacement at the elementary school.  Pease is 
working with Eric Sherman on the project and will report more information at a future 
meeting.   
 
Pease reported that the last student day will be held May 19 and the last staff day is 
scheduled for May 21.   
 
Pease also reported on the stimulus bill and funds expected to impact the school district.  
Pease reported that the expectation is that the funds have a quick turn around. Funds 
are expected to be spent by September 2010.  It has been announced that the 
stabilization funds will be used to fund state aid. The district is expected to receive the 
largest amount of funds in IDEA dollars.  Pease told board members that the NCLB 
program are now operating under the name of Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act, ESEA.   Pease will continue to keep the board informed regarding the additional 
funds.   
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Bond Resolution 
Supt. Pease presented to the board a handout that outlined the 2009 Bond Proposal.    
Pease told board members that the proposal asks for $6.95 million in site improvements 
to both buildings.  He outlined the steps that had been taken to arrive at this solution.  
The project will add 13 classrooms, provide new cafeterias and expand kitchen serving 
areas in both schools, redesign building site play areas, roadways and parking, expand 
front commons and offices at high school and update buildings to meet safety and fire 
codes.   Pease introduced to the board Paul Kelly from BCDM, Wayne Borer from 
BCDM, Rick Wintermute from Kingery Construction and Dan Smith from DA Davidson 
for assistance in answering and addressing the board members’ questions.   
 
Paul Kelly presented to the board the plans that had been prepared by BCDM for both 
buildings.  The plans for the elementary building will create classrooms on the ground 
level.  The preschool classroom would be relocated near the entrance and will have 
bathrooms. The addition would also include a cafeteria with added eating space.   Kelly 
also outlined a plan at the elementary site for change in the traffic flow to ensure student  
 
 



 

 

Bond Resolution, continued. 
safety.  Kelly explained that the addition would be constructed with pre-cast panels to 
assist in minimizing cost and reduce construction time.   
 
Paul Kelly presented the plans at the secondary school building.  The plans include 
added classrooms in the middle school , expand front commons and office areas at the 
high school, move guidance office out of the library, add cafeteria and serving area,and 
create separate vocal and instrumental music rooms.  The addition would include a new  
entrance and traffic flow at the middle school entrance also.  
  
 Member Beranek asked whether the cafeteria addition at the high school would 
be created to allow for additional growth.  Member Sapp asked in if the concession area 
was included in the expansion at the high school.  Member Lutton asked about heating 
and cooling with the additions.  Paul Kelly advised that all plans were created to allow for 
additional building growth.  The concessions will increase in length about 20% and roof 
top units were planned for the high school and the elementary site would be heated and 
cooled with the new system.   
 
 Member Beranek questioned the price increase to 6.95 million when initially the 
cost was projected at six million.  Rick Wintermute from Kingery Construction answered 
that the price was arrived at with help from vendors and included the costs of additional 
rooftop units and fire sprinkler systems.  He stated the cost allows for the district to be 
certain it gets the project they want completed.  Member Garner asked want assurance 
would be received that the project would not go over this costs.  Wintermute advised 
there would be no benefit to the firm from cost overages and they would work hard for 
the district to complete the project at this cost or less.   
 
 Pease told board members that the 6.95 million figure could be adjusted.  Dan 
Smith spoke to the board and advised that that bond issue can be built at the same tax 
levy which will not increase taxes for patrons.  The handout presented was created on a 
modest growth for the district of 2%, if there is a significant growth it could drive the 
numbers down.   
 
 Member Beranek stated that he had thought the district planned to use some of 
the Special Building funds that had been saved over the last few years.  He really would 
like to see the bond asking closer to the six million figure, he suggests 6.2 million and 
using Special Building Funds to fund the difference.  Member Lutton stated he did not 
want to see the district deplete the Special Building Fund.  Additional discussion was 
held regarding the dollar amount of the bond, the levy and the benefit of the fact the 
taxes will not have to be raised for bond.  Pease told board members that the number of 
the bond should be a number all members are comfortable with.  Member Nygren 
suggested to split the difference between 6.95 and 6.2.  Additional discussion was held.     
 
 Motion by Nygren with second by Lutton to a bond issue for 6.7 million for 
renovations and site improvements for Ashland-Greenwood Public Schools.  After 
discussion and on roll call vote, the board voted as follows:  Voting yes:  Beranek, 
Garner, Lutton, Nygren and Sapp.  Member Cerny was absent and not voting.  Voting 
no: none.  Motion carried.   
 
 



 

 

Preliminary 2009-10 Budget 
Supt. Pease presented to the board the board the preliminary 2009-10 Budget for the 
General Fund.  The preliminary budget maintains the 95 cents levy.  Pease outlined the 
receipts and disbursements.  Changes could be seen in the receipts once the state aid 
and ARRA funds are finalized.  Pease outlined proposed expenditures. He told board 
members that an increase up to 9.28% could be seen in the district's contribution of  
retirement.  The proposed increase is still being discussed in legislation.  Another 
proposed increase in expenditures is in special educations for expected increase in high 
needs students.  Pease advised that the certification of state aid is to be released on 
June 1st.  Pease will bring the budget back to the board to review again in June.   
 
2009-10 Staffing Levels 
Consideration and action to approve the proposed 2009-10 staffing levels.   
 
Motion by Nygren with second by Beranek to approve the 2009-10 staffing levels.  After 
discussion and on roll call vote, the board voted as follows:  Voting yes:  Beranek, 
Garner, Lutton, Nygren and Sapp.  Member Cerny was absent and not voting.  Voting 
no: none.  Motion carried.   
 
Community Resource Center 
Pease reported to the board that the board members on the JAC Committee met prior to 
tonight’s meeting and discussed a proposed resolution for the board.  The proposed 
resolution outlines the districts’ commitment to the project.  Included in the resolution are 
the districts willingness to partner with the City of Ashland on the project, the districts 
commitment to fund furnishing for an auditorium not to exceed $1,000,000, commit to up 
to five acres of property west of the Middle/High School, and technology and operations 
costs.  Discussion was held.   
 
Motion by Lutton with second by Beranek to approve the Resolution Joint School/City 
Library.   After discussion and on roll call vote, the board voted as follows:  Voting yes:  
Beranek, Garner, Lutton, Nygren and Sapp.  Member Cerny was absent and not voting.  
Voting no: none.  Motion carried.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Equipment Requests 2009-10 
Supt. Pease presented to the board a request of equipment that exceeds $500.00 for 
review and feedback from the board.  Discussion was held.  Administration will bring 
back recommendation of equipment requests for 2009-10 at the next board meeting.    
 
Principals/ Curriculum Supervisor Contract 
This item was moved to the end of the meeting to for purpose of discussion in executive 
session.   
 
NASB Legislative Representative 
Supt Pease to the board a request for a nomination to the ballot for a NASB legislative 
representative for NASB.  Pease told board members that Kathy Bartek was again 
asking for the nomination.   
 



 

 

Motion by Beranek with second by Sapp to nominate Kathy Bartek as Legislative 
representative for the NASB.  After discussion and on roll call vote, the board voted as 
follows:  Voting yes:  Beranek, Garner, Lutton, Nygren and Sapp.  Member Cerny was 
absent and not voting.  Voting no: none.  Motion carried.    
 
Executive Session 
Motion by Nygren with second by Lutton to enter executive session at 9:42  p.m. to 
discuss the Principals and Curriculum Supervisor contracts.   After discussion and on roll 
call vote, the board voted as follows:  Voting yes:  Beranek, Garner, Lutton, Nygren and 
Sapp.  Member Cerny was absent and not voting.  Voting no: none.  Motion carried.   
 
Reconvene 
The board reconvened from executive session at 9:58 p.m. and no action was taken.   
 
Information Item 
Supt. Pease presented a resignation from Wendy Hughes. 
 
The Ashland-Greenwood Public Schools Foundation dinner will be held on Friday, April 
24, 2009 at 6:00 PM at the Strategic Air and Space Museum.   
 
Other business presented for future considerations 
No other items were presented for future consideration during this session.   
 
Adjournment 
President Garner adjourned the meeting at 10:01 p.m.  The next Regular Meeting will be 
held 7:30 p.m. on Monday,  April 20, 2009 in the Library of the High School at 1842 
Furnas Street, Ashland, NE.  An agenda for the meeting, kept continuously current, is 
available for public inspection during normal business hours at the Superintendent’s 
Office, 1225 Clay Street, Ashland, NE  68003.    
  
                                                         Minutes submitted by: 

      
 _________________ 

            Secretary 
 


