
 

 

Ashland-Greenwood Public Schools 
Board of Education 

Meeting Minutes 
February 16, 2009 

 
 
Opening 
A meeting of the Board of Education of the Ashland-Greenwood Public Schools was 
convened in open and public session at 7:30 p.m. on 16th day of February 2009 by 
President Kevin Garner.  
 
Present 
The roll was called and the following Board members were present: Randy Beranek, 
Melvin Cerny, Kevin Garner, David Lutton, David Nygren and Suzanne Sapp.  No 
members were absent.   
 
Notice 
Notice of the meeting was posted in advance in the Superintendent’s Office, 1225 Clay 
Street, Ashland, NE.  Notice of this meeting was given in advance to all members of the 
Board of Education.   All proceedings of the Board of Education, except as may be 
hereinafter noted, were taken while the convened meeting was open to the public.   
 
Public Participation 
No public requested participation in the agenda.   
 
Visitors and Communication from the Public 
Kendra Craven, Kristen Fangmeyer, Renee Kucera and Lona Pinkall  from the Ashland-
Greenwood Middle school were present to report to the board on Middle School 
programs.   
 
Call to Order 
The meeting was duly called to order. 
 
Announcement of Open Meetings Act Posting 
At the beginning of this meeting, President Garner announced and informed the public 
that a current copy of the Open Meetings Act is posted on the north wall of the meeting 
room, behind the board members.   
 
Agenda Change 
There were no changes to the agenda. 
 
Consent Agenda 
A motion was made by Nygren with second by Beranek to approve all of the items on 
the consent agenda.  After discussion and on roll call vote, the board voted as follows:  
Voting yes:  Beranek, Cerny, Garner, Lutton, Nygren.  Member Sapp abstained from 
voting.  No members were absent.   Voting no: none.  Motion carried.   
 
Administrative and Practitioners Reports 
Kendra Craven, Kristen Fangmeyer, Renee Kucera and Lona Pinkall from the Ashland-
Greenwood Middle school reported to the board on a day in the life of Middle School 
students and teachers. Each teacher touched on a piece of the eight period day for a 
middle school student.  The day is spent with 5 core classes and two exploratory 
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Administrative and Practitioners Reports, continued 
classes.  Lona Pinkall reported to the board that students meet15 minutes each days in 
Home Room Class.    Lona explained the Home Room class as a Middle School recess, 
students discuss current events, have classroom competitions and spend time with 
teachers reviewing grades and assignments.  Kendra Craven reported to the board that 
during the students exploratory classes the homeroom teachers meet for 36 minutes of 
planning time.  This time is spent implementing new ideas, discussing student concerns 
and planning activities that connect core classes. Renee Kucera reported on that middle 
school students spend two periods a day in Language Arts.  Kucera brought in samples 
of the curriculum used and told board members that students spend time daily working in 
journals, practicing grammar and vocabulary.  Kristin Fangmeyer reported to the board 
that this is her first year working with the middle school team.  She told board members 
that since inclusion is used in the district she spends her day co-teaching with the middle 
school teachers and therefore is able to help all students including students not verified.  
She feels the program is going very well.  The board thanked the teachers for their 
informative presentation.   
 
Jill Finkey reported on the staff in-service day schedule this Friday.  Included in the day 
will be NEBMAC Time Study training, CPR training, elementary teachers will meet in the 
morning to discuss reading strategies while middle and high school teachers meet 
regarding data analysis.  In the afternoon all K-12 staff will meet for a technology and 
SIP update followed by curriculum team meetings.  The day will end with all staff scoring 
writing assessments.   
 
Teresa Bray presented to the board a handout of the events of Family Reading Night 
held February 9.  She included pictures of the event to show the success of the night.  
Family and students participated in activities hosted by staff and high school students.  
Bray told board members the event was well attended.   
 
Ray Bentzen congratulated the six wrestling team members that placed at the District 
Wrestling Meet held in Gretna.  Bentzen reported fourth place finishes by sophomores 
Jake Nichelson and Eric Richards, third place medals to juniors Noah Malson and Keith 
Stille, a second place finish by senior Michael Sloboth, and a district championship to 
senior Cole Washburn.   The wrestling team placed fourth at the District meet.  Bentzen 
told board members that events scheduled this week included girls sub district 
basketball games to be held  in Waverly,  state wrestling competition at Qwest in Omaha 
and the girls’ spirit squad will attend the state championship competition in Grand Island 
on Saturday.    
 
Supt. Pease reported on the pre-proposal meeting for construction manager at risk.  
Pease stated twenty people were in attendance and about fifteen companies were 
represented.  The district’s legal counsel and architect presented to contractors in 
attendance and conducted a tour of the facilities.  The lawyer expects to receive six to 
eight proposals.   
 
Pease reported that the he has learned that the construction money was cut from the 
Federal Stimulus package.  Pease understands that the IDEA and Title I money is still in 
the bill and significant funding for state aid for schools.   
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OLD BUSINESS 
 
Architectural Contract 
Supt. Pease presented a draft of the contract prepared by our legal counsel for 
architectural services with BCDM.  The contract is written for 7 ½% of the cost estimate 
of the construction manager pre bond estimate.  BCDM is requesting 3 % of the total 
cost for expenses.  Discussion was held.  Pease told board members that a signed 
contract had not been received from BCDM.   
 
Motion by Beranek with second by Sapp to authorize Pease to enter into a contract for 
architectural services upon BCDM’s acceptance of the contract terms.  After discussion 
and on roll call vote, the board voted as follows:  Voting yes:  Beranek, Cerny, Garner, 
Lutton, Nygren and Sapp.  No members were absent.   Voting no: none.  Motion carried.   
 
2009-10 Option Enrollment Capacities 
Supt. Pease presented to the board the projected enrollments and option enrollment 
capacities for 2009-10 school year.   Pease told board members he currently had five 
option enrollment applications on file and anticipates one more to be filed before the 
March 15 deadline.  The applications received include three kindergarten students, one 
second grade and one fourth grade student.  Discussion was held regarding capacities, 
projected enrollment, class size allowance and state aid.  Board members agreed it is 
best to not turn away students.   
 
Motion by Lutton with second by Cerny to set option enrollment capacities and authorize 
Superintendent Pease to approve option enrollment applications that are within the 
capacities.  After discussion and on roll call vote, the board voted as follows:  Voting yes:  
Beranek, Cerny, Garner, Lutton, Nygren and Sapp.  No members were absent.   Voting 
no: none.  Motion carried.   
 
NCLB Amendment 
Jill Finkey presented to the board an amended NCLB Consolidated Application for 2008-
09.  Finkey had presented the board with the original NCLB Consolidated Application 
last fall.  Finkey told board members that the original application had been approved and 
allowed for transfer of funds however it was discovered that the transfer to Title V is not 
permissible for a district of our size.  The changes in the application presented allow 
transfer of funds to Title IID Enhancing Education to pay for planned activities.   
 
Motion by Nygren with second by Sapp to approve the amended NCLB Consolidated 
Application for 2008-09.  After discussion and on roll call vote, the board voted as 
follows:  Voting yes:  Beranek, Cerny, Garner, Lutton, Nygren and Sapp.  No members 
were absent.   Voting no: none.  Motion carried.   
 
Capital Outlay Plan 
Supt. Pease presented a projected 2009-10 Capital Outlay Project list to the board for 
input and review.  Pease outlined projects listed in priority one including purchasing a 
vehicle for transportation of students possibly a SUV or mini van, school bus 
replacement, mower and broom replacement, sidewalk repair and repair or replacement 
of boiler at the Elementary School.   Pease discussed with the board the need to repair 
or replace the boiler at the elementary school.  Pease told board members that the 
current boiler is leaking and can be repaired.  The expense of a repair could range 
$6000.00 to $7000.00 and would involve taking the boiler down for up to one week.  
Pease is hoping the boiler will last this season.   It may be more efficient to replace the  
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Capital Outlay Plan, continued 
boiler with three boilers that will operate with redundancies.   Discussion was held.  
Member Nygren suggested making additional handicap curb accessibility in the parking 
lot out the east doors.  Member Sapp stated that she felt the locker rooms at the high 
school needed some upgrading and attention in the area of ventilation.  Pease stated 
that the plan included replacement of shower heads in the locker rooms which he hoped  
would address some concerns in this area.  Capital outlay projects will be discussed at 
an upcoming board meeting.     
 
Superintendent’s Contract 
This item will be moved to then end of the agenda and discussed in executive session.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Personnel 
Consideration and action to hire a para-professional staff member for the LEP program.  
Principal Ray Bentzen recommended hiring Kimberly Cornish for a para-professional 
staff member for the LEP program to replace Amanda Svoboda who resigned the 
position.   
 
Motion by Nygren with second by Cerny to approve the hiring of Kimberly Cornish a 
para-professional staff member for the LEP program.  After discussion and on roll call 
vote, the board voted as follows:  Voting yes:  Beranek, Cerny, Garner, Lutton, Nygren 
and Sapp.  No members were absent.   Voting no: none.  Motion carried.   
 
Bus Bid 
Supt. Pease presented to the board the bus specifications for the bidding process of a 
new school bus.  Pease told board members that he was not requesting a trade in which 
would allow the district three spare buses.  Discussion was held.  Member Garner asked 
if storage would be a problem.  Pease responded that six buses would fit in the bus barn 
and spare buses would be stored outside.  Pease will bring bids back to the board for 
possible approval.   
 
Interlocal Agreement 
Consideration and action to approve an Interlocal Agreement with Waverly Public 
Schools for LIFE alternative education program for 2009-2010. 
 
Motion by Sapp with second by Lutton to approve an Interlocal Agreement with Waverly 
Public Schools for LIFE alternative education program for 2009-2010.   After discussion 
and on roll call vote, the board voted as follows:  Voting yes:  Beranek, Cerny, Garner, 
Lutton, Nygren and Sapp.  No members were absent.   Voting no: none.  Motion carried.   
 
State Aid Formula Review 
Supt. Pease presented an explanation to the board of the current formula for state aid.  
The current formula looks to a peer group of five smaller and larger schools for 
comparison.  The estimate adjusts the general fund operating expenses minus 
transportation and special education expenses are deducted and that becomes the basic 
allowance.  Then dollars are added back in for special allowances such as 
transportation, poverty, LEP, distance education, class size allowance, summer school 
allowance, etc. Pease told board members that the Legislature is reviewing the formula 
and possible scenarios of change include lowering the basic funding.   
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State Aid Formula Review, review 
Another targeted area made be lowering basic teacher education funding.  Pease will 
keep the board appraised as to the current legislation.   
 
Executive Session 
Motion by Lutton with second by Nygren to enter executive session at 9:18 p.m. to 
discuss the Superintendent’s evaluation and contract.  After discussion and on roll call 
vote, the board voted as follows:  Voting yes:  Beranek, Cerny, Garner, Lutton, Nygren, 
and Sapp. Voting no: none.  No members were absent.  Motion carried. 
 
Reconvene 
The board reconvened from executive session at 9:45 p.m. and no action was taken.   
 
Information Item 
The Ashland-Greenwood Public Schools Foundation dinner will be Friday evening, April 
24, 2009 at the Strategic Air and Space Museum.   
 
Other business presented for future considerations 
No other items were presented for future consideration during this session.   
 
Adjournment 
President Garner adjourned the meeting at 9:45 p.m.  The next Regular Meeting will be 
held 6:00 p.m. on Monday, March 2 , 2009 in the Library of the High School at 1842 
Furnas Street, Ashland, NE.  An agenda for the meeting, kept continuously current, is 
available for public inspection during normal business hours at the Superintendent’s 
Office, 1225 Clay Street, Ashland, NE  68003.    
  
                                                         Minutes submitted by: 

      
 
 _________________ 

             
 


