
Ashland-Greenwood Public Schools 
Board of Education 

Meeting Minutes 
May 18, 2009 

 
 
Opening 
A meeting of the Board of Education of the Ashland-Greenwood Public Schools was 
convened in open and public session at 6:00 p.m. on 18th day of May 2009 by President 
Kevin Garner.  
 
Present 
The roll was called and the following Board members were present:   Melvin Cerny, 
Kevin Garner, David Nygren and Suzanne Sapp.  Member Randy Beranek and David 
Lutton were absent.   
 
Notice 
Notice of the meeting was posted in advance in the Superintendent’s Office, 1225 Clay 
Street, Ashland, NE.  Notice of this meeting was given in advance to all members of the 
Board of Education.   All proceedings of the Board of Education, except as may be 
hereinafter noted, were taken while the convened meeting was open to the public.   
 
Public Participation 
No public requested participation in the agenda.   
 
Visitors and Communication from the Public 
No visitors or communication from the public were present.   
 
Call to Order 
The meeting was duly called to order. 
 
Announcement of Open Meetings Act Posting 
At the beginning of this meeting, President Garner announced and informed the public 
that a current copy of the Open Meetings Act is posted on the north wall of the meeting 
room, behind the board members.   
 
Agenda Change 
Superintendent Pease reported that there were no additions to the agenda that was 
previously mailed to board members. 
 
Consent Agenda 
A motion was made by Nygren with second by Cerny to approve all of the items on the 
consent agenda.  After discussion and on roll call vote, the board voted as follows:  
Voting yes:  Cerny, Garner, Nygren and Sapp.  Members Beranek and Lutton were 
absent and not voting.  Voting no: none.  Motion carried.   
 
Administrative and Practitioners Reports 
Jill Finkey reported to the board on math curriculum.  She explained the selection 
process and the curriculum selected.  Everyday Mathematics by McGraw Hill/Wright 
Group was selected for Kindergarten through 5th grade and McDougal Littell 
was selected for grades 7th through 12th.  
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Administrative and Practitioners Reports, continued 
These are the same curriculum as in the past years using an updated version. Finkey 
told board members that data shows that students score well in math so that aided in the 
decision process. Catalogs were available for board to review.  Mrs. Finkey reported that  
6th grade will meet this week to determine selection.    Member Nygren asked if 
textbooks will go away in upcoming years.  Finkey stated she thought that could be 
possible in the future.   
 
Teresa Bray reported that elementary students participated in an Attendance and 
Academic Program today.  This program received combined support from the PTO and 
local businesses.  Bray told board members that there was a nice turnout from local 
businesses and a good day to celebrate student’s accomplishments.  
 
Ray Bentzen reported to the board that the year was winding down.  Bentzen told board 
members that on Saturday fifty one students graduated from Ashland-Greenwood High 
School.   
 
Craig Pease presented the board a newsletter on the Special Election that was sent to 
the district residents on Saturday.  Pease told board members that the newsletter was 
reviewed by the school’s legal counsel prior to the mailing.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Facility Use 
Randy Wiese spoke to the board regarding Policy 1330/3515 Use of School Facilities 
and Equipment.  Wiese told board members that the policy had been good for him in 
providing direction for facility use.  Wiese reported that he had visited with custodial, 
Kathy Beranek, Ryan Thompson and Teresa Bray regarding the Riverview Church 
facility.  Discussion was held.  Member Nygren did state he had received a complaint of 
the past year regarding payment of facility for use by the teachers’ association.  
Discussion was held regarding one year use.  Motion was tabled for Holz to review 
previous years agenda and minutes regarding policy 1330/3515.  
 
Vending Proposals 
Supt. Pease presented to the board the vending/pouring proposals from three vendors.  
Pease provided an explanation of the proposals and compared to the precious contract 
in 1999.  Discussion was held.   
 
Motion by Sapp with second by Cerny to accept the pouring proposal from Pepsi for a 
five year contract.   After discussion and on roll call vote, the board voted as follows:  
Voting yes:  Cerny, Garner, Nygren and Sapp.  Members Beranek and Lutton were 
absent and not voting.  Voting no: none.  Motion carried.   
                
2009-10 School Calendar  
Pease presented to the board a list of area schools that are dismissing school on 
December 23.  He also told board members that the NSAA five moratorium days for the 
2009 year are December 23, 24, 25,26 and 27.  Pease recommend the board consider 
revising the 2009-10 school calendar to make December 23, 2009, a no school day and 
add an additional day to the end of the school year.  Discussion was held 
 
Motion by Sapp with second by Nygren to  revise the 2009-10 calendar as proposed.  
After discussion and on roll call vote, the board voted as follows:   
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2009-10 School Calendar, continued 
Voting yes:  Cerny, Garner, Nygren and Sapp.  Members Beranek and Lutton were 
absent and not voting.  Voting no: none.  Motion carried.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Mower 
Supt. Pease advised the board that the Toro mower was in need of repair and costs of 
repair were estimated to be around $4000.00.  Pease presented bids from three 
vendors.  Discussion was held.     
 
Motion by  Cerny with second by Nygren to purchase the John Deere 1435 24HP 
Mower/Broom.  After discussion and on roll call vote, the board voted as follows:  Voting 
yes:  Cerny, Garner, Nygren and Sapp.  Members Beranek and Lutton were absent and 
not voting.  Voting no: none.  Motion carried.   
 
Census 
Consideration and action to approve Kent Rung as the district census taker for 2009.   
 
Motion by Sapp with second by Nygren to approve Kent rung as the district census taker 
for 2009.  After discussion and on roll call vote, the board voted as follows:  Voting yes:  
Cerny, Garner, Nygren and Sapp.  Members Beranek and Lutton were absent and not 
voting.  Voting no: none.  Motion carried.   
 
Personnel 
Principal Bray made recommendations to the board for the hiring of Naomi Laune Baret 
and Kelsy Bundy as elementary teachers and Lori Davis Russell as .5 FTE speech and 
language teacher.  Discussion was held.   
 
Motion by Nygren with second by Sapp to approve the hiring of    Naomi Laune Baret 
and Kelsy Bundy as elementary teachers and Lori Davis Russell as .5 FTE speech and 
language teacher.    After discussion and on roll call vote, the board voted as follows:  
Voting yes:  Cerny, Garner, Nygren and Sapp.  Members Beranek and Lutton were 
absent and not voting.  Voting no: none.  Motion carried.   
 
1:1 Laptop Proposals 
Supt. Pease presented to the board proposals from vendors for laptops for the 1:1 
initiative.  Pease told board members that the Technology Committee had reviewed the 
proposals.  Pease discussed pricing with the board.  Pease told the board members that 
the Technology Committee felt the switch to Mac laptops would involve many changes 
and additional funding to provide additional teacher training, new Mac laptops for staff 
and even a new server to process Macs.  HP Computers had the low bid and a 
recommendation for purchase will be made at the next board meeting. 
 
Policy 6600 on Special Education 
Supt. Pease presented to the board policy for review the 6600 policy series on Special 
Education recommended by the district’s legal counsel and required by the Nebraska 
Department of Education.  He told board members that the Department of Education had 
approved changes the legal counsel has made to this policy series.  These policies will 
be presented for possible adoption at the next board meeting.    
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Non Certified Wage & Benefit Review 
Consideration and action to establish a date for a non-certified committee meeting to see 
staff feedback and prepare a recommendation for wages and benefits for the non 
certified positions for 2009-10.  Discussion was held.  The non-certificated salary team 
committee will meet with staff on beginning at 6:30 p.m.  on June 1, 2009.   
 
Information Item 
No additional items were presented.   
 
Other business presented for future considerations 
 No other items were presented for future consideration.   
 
Adjournment 
President Garner adjourned the meeting at 7:24 p.m.  The next Regular Meeting will be 
held 7:30 p.m. on Monday, June 1, 2009 in the Library of the High School at 1842 
Furnas Street, Ashland, NE.  An agenda for the meeting, kept continuously current, is 
available for public inspection during normal business hours at the Superintendent’s 
Office, 1225 Clay Street, Ashland, NE  68003.    
  
                                                         Minutes submitted by: 

      
 
 _________________          


